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Miss Joel's Fledalings

Nursery and Reception Class

WELCOME TO MY
CLASSROOM

Transition 5u|9|90r'+ Booklet

This booklet will tell you all about our
class, ik you have any more questions |
please teel welcome to come and ask

one of the Reception team at any

time. We are a\ways happy to help.




Adults in Our Class

Mrs Joce\yn
SuPPor'+ Staf b

Miss Joel
Class Teacher

Key Workers

Mrs Dor'lina
Supor’r Stalfl

These are the adults your chid will see in their classroom on a claily basis. Your chid

will have a key person. A Key person has special responsivilities such as workina
with a small number of children, giving them the reassurance to feel sate and cared
for as well as building relationships with their parents. Your child will have o
Tapestry account with details of your child's key person (see below fFor Tapestry
infFormation).

Starting Fledalinas Class

Starting Nursery or Reception is an exciting time For chidren and we am to make
it as haPPy as Possilale.

On Tuesday 3rd September Fledglings parents should drop ofk and pick up from
the playground when there is an opportunity to tak to stabl brietly Fledglings
stolfE wil be out on the playground at 855am  Should you need o Further
conversation, we are haPPy to arrange an appointment.

In the first week, we wil be c;e’r’riha new chidren up on TaPeGJrry (our online Por+a\
For sharing uuPda+86 with parents and you wil be sent logjin details when these are

ready)



What is the Early Years Foundation Stoge?

The Early Years Foundation Stoge (EYFS) is the stage ofF education For chidren
From birth to the end ok the Reception year It is based on the recognition that
children learn best thirough play ond active learning. In our Early Years classroom
our Montessori approach and ethos underpins and complements the statutory

hational curriculum.

In the Fledglings class, children will have a range ok planned, purposetul play through
a mix ofF adult-led and child-initiated learning experiences in both the indoor and
outdoor environments. The way in which a child engages with other people and their
environment; playing and exploring active learning and creating and critical thinking
underpin learning and development across all areas and supports the child to become
aond remain an effective and motivated learner.

The EYFS is made up of 3 Prime and 4 Speciﬁc areas of learning and developmenJr.

Prime Areas

C ommuhication and Language

This involves aiving children oppor’runiﬁes to exPerience a rich Ianauaae
environment, +o develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves
and to speak and listen in a range of situations.




Personal, Social and Emotional Development

This area involves helping chidren to have a positive sense ofF themselves and others
aond to form positive relationships and respect For others. Chidren develop their
social skils and learn how to manage their «Ceelinﬁs and have confidence in their own
abilities.

Phyc;ical DevelopmenJr

Physical development provides opportunities for chidren to be active and
interactive and develop their coordination, control and movement. Chidren wil also
learn to make healthy choices in relation to food and begin to understand the
imPor'+ar\ce of Physical ac+ivi+y.




Specitic Areas

Mathematics

Children's maths is developed thirough everyday practical experiences to develop
their skills in counting, unders’randina and using numbers, calculating simple addition and

subtraction problems and learning about shape, space and measures.

I_i+er'acy_

Children are encour'aaecl to link sounds and letters and Iaeain to write. Chidren have
access to a wide ronge ofF reaclin@ materiols to ignite their interest




Ur\dererandina the World

In this area ofF learning, chidren are moking sense ofF their physical world and their
community thirough opportunities to explore, observe and Find out about people,
places, technology and their environment.

Expressive Art and Design

In this area, chidren will explore and play with a range of materials, Provialinﬁ oppor-tunities and
encourogement For sharing their thoughts, ideas aond Peelinac;. We do this thrrough a variety ofF
activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play and clesign and technology.




The Montessori Appr‘oach Means.....

Children are given the Freedom to maoke independenJr choices in the Prepared
classroom environment, choosing their work and their materials, dependerﬁ upon
individual abilities.

They clevelop at their own poce, repeating activities os often as necessary and as a
result they are able to reach each developmenJral milestone as and when they are

ready.

Thirough the use of practical ife activities, chidren learn how to indepenclenﬂy
carry out tasks required to live their alaily lives, whilst also improving their focus and
concentration levels in Prepar‘aﬂon For more structured academic work later in the
year.

Al classroom materiols are multi-sensory and have a built-in control of error,
allowin@ children to correct their own mistakes, further cor\+r'ibu+ing to their
indepenalence.

Chidren learn to care for their environment Iay Pu++in9 away materials +hey have
been using aond caring For plants - showing respect For their eurrounchngc; ond For
other chidren.

The First Few Weeks

For the First few weeks of the new term chidren wil be learning hew routines and
settling in. This will give us the opportunity to get to know new chidren - what they
already know and where their interests lie. This wil help us to develop individual
learning plans for each chid We would value any contributions you would like to
moke to help us get to know your chid better and iclenJriPy their needs.

You wil be invited ih o a parent meeting in October to discuss your child's
progress.



Our Daily Schedule - Autumn Term

9.00-9.05 - Handover and registration (after which gotes are locked)

9.05-930 - Group Time (Good Morning, schedule, calendar, Montessori resource)
230-950 - Phonics Session

950-130 - Independent Work Cycle, to include roling shack (key workers working with small
groups and observing the chidren's learning)

130-2.00 - Group Time (Story, Singing, Music)

12.00-15 - Whole school lunch time

545 - Relaxation/Reading

145-215 - Theme Session

215310 - Free Fow

310-325 - S+ory Time

330 - Handover

This schedule wil change slightly in the Spring Term to reflect the needs of the chidren as they
develop.

Literacy aond Phonics at Anstey

Children will listen to stories at least once a day as part of the daily routine. These stories will
be discussed as a group to confirm the chidrens undersmndina and extend their language skills.
Reception phonics +eachina is currenﬂy +au3h+ +Inrouah the very successful Rocket Phonics
programme, a Sycs+ema+ic SynJrheJric Phonics programme - esc;enﬁally a method of +eaclnina
where words are broken up into the smallest units of sound Children are tought how to break
up words, or ‘decode’ them, into individual sounds, and then blend all the way through the word

A Rocket Phonics workshop wil follow later in the term to introduce it properly and give you
access to online resources, books and Hashcards to support your chid's learning at home when
they are ready. We dlso use the Montessori materials and the use ok interactive phonics gomes
to support our chidren's phonics learning.

Nureery Phonics is +auah+ +hrouﬁh Play ueina sounds in the environment, musical instruments,
rhyming and initial sounds eq on the Farm what can you hear?

Montessori materials focus on Ii9+enin3 to key sounds usina sound Pouchecs (con+ainina items that
Iaeain with each letter sound) associating the sound with their symlool using SQr\dPaPer letters and
"wri+ir\@" using the Movable Alphalaef




Maths at Ar\9+ey_

Maths in the early years will be +auﬂh+ Predominanﬂy uc;inﬁ Montessori materials as
+Iney give a cohcrete r‘epr‘eserﬁaﬁon of maths concep’rs (includin@ c;lnape) and the
decimal system

The decimal system is also indirecﬂy introduced when chidren work with pouring
activities and Sensorial materials. Children seem +to be particularly drawn to using the

Montessori maths materials as they are beautiful to look at and to touch.

Forest School and PE

Fledglings have both their PE and Forest School sessions on a Friday to c;impliPy the
alaycs fFor br‘inﬂinﬁ kit into school. Children will need a PE kit which you cah lauy on
our website and trainers or plimsolis (drawc;Jrrinﬂ PE bags are dso available From
the uniform section of the school website and are designed to +it on the coat pegs).
Forest School takes place in all but extreme weather. Parents are asked to
provide a Forest School kit to include wellies, waterproofs (top and bottoms), hat,
gloves, scark and on extra layer such as joggers and a fleece i+ needed according
to the weather. The Forest clothes should come in to school on a Frialay in a tote
Iaag that can Fit onto their peq - rucksacks are too wide. Wellies can stay in school
- put your child's name inside and they coan live on the welie pegs outside the

classroom door.



R elaxation/ Readir\ﬂ time

Each alternoon our children take part in whole class relaxation. Children will of-ten
listen to a story being read by stolf an audio story or o children's 9uidec| relaxation.
We Find that 20-30 minutes of calm time helps children learn to rekine their selt-
reaula-Hor\ skills, support developmenJr ok imaair\aﬂon and Just aer\erally rest. Often this
relaxation can help o cement the morhing learning and activities in the brain. Some
children will doze off especially our younger children in the beginning ok learning to
navigate longer school days. Please let us know it you preker your chid not to doze
longer than our relaxation session. At times, with our older chidren, this wil be a time
when our teachers can do one to one r'eaclina sessions with chidren and change
readir\ﬂ books.

L unch Times

Nursery children need to bring in a home packed lunch. From Reception age,
children up to and incluolir\g Y2 are entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.
Reception parents wil be sent a copy of the menu for chidren to make a menu
choice for each day of a 3-week ro\lina mehnu - our meals are brouﬂth in to school
so we Wil use these choices until the next menu chanﬁe ot October halk term.
Nursery children ond any Reception chidren who bring their lunch from home are
er\cour'aﬂed to bring a headlthy lunch. We would ask. that you do hot pack chocolate
or sweets and to also cut in halk foods that are common choking hazards such as
gropes or cocktail sausages. Your chid will play in the supervised designated areo
fFor early years over the lunch break.

= your chid is picked up at 15, they will be ready at the side gote (hearest the
viloge hall) with stalk We ask that parents try their best to be prompt for pick
up as stakk are required to support chidren in the atternoon session Please call
our office it you should be delayed fFor any reason



Shack Times

Shacks are provided daily For children. We use this as a practice in being independent,
encouraging them to moke shack choices and prepare their owh shack, pour their
drinks and wash up on their own. Parents are asked to pay a £25 contribution fFor
snacks for the year. We try to make sure we have a variety ok textures and tastes
for the chidren to try over ond above the piece ot fruit provided by the government.
We offer fFruit and vegetables which are more suitable for the chidren to cut or
spreod themselves eq buttered crackers, cheese and cucumber and other more
interesting foods such as at Chinese New Year

Mik. is provided free up until they age of 5 (ahd can be paid for unti the end of Year 2)
- please let us know it your chid does not want mik. or is dlergic to it. You coan send in
(a hamed carton of) mik alternative i you wish. Permission for your chid to receive
milk. must be given oh The Gateway - our school online payment system details wil be
supplied from the ottice.

Please make sure you child has their own named water bottle (conJrair\ir\a water on\y) iN
school so that they can get o drink. ot any time they need one, especially when playing
outside in warm weather

N —
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Homework

Reception children wil be provided with a r'eaclina book and a Reading Record We
encourage you to estoblish readina time every nhight and ask. you to write o
comment in the Reading Record. According to your chid's development thiroughout
F\edﬁlinac;, the books may be ones the chidren are readina (or c;oundir\a out)
themselves or initidlly these may be picture books that you cah talk about as part
ot their development towards reoding Children should bring in their book. and
Record to School everyday and bocks will be changed weekly.

6r'aclually over the year, Reception children will be able to complete activities at
home to c;uPPorJr their learninﬁ in School.

Nursery children are not gi\/en any Formal homework but may be aiven books that
+hey waht to share with you and will Ior'ina home their mark—makiﬂa and Pic’rur'ec; to
show you.



Supporting Your Child's Learning_at Home

* Encourage your chid to get dressed themselves and manage their own personal
hygiene as much as possible.

e Tak to your chid about what they have done at school, their interests and about
everyday octivities.

e Share stories with your chid and once they start to bring reading books home,
listen to them read and talk about what they have read

* Use every day experiences as appropriate opporiunities fFor counJrin@ - climbina
the stairs, laying the table, shopping etc.

TaPec:-Jrry_

Tapestry is a secure online learning journal to record photos, observations and comments in
line with the Early Years Foundation Stage. This system dllows us to work with parents and
carers to share information and photographs and record the children's learning and
progress.

New parents will receive log in details during the First week or two of term. when an
account is set up fFor you (exic:»ﬁng Anc:»’rey children will already have one). Miss Joel will use
Tapestry to let you khow plahs for the week and you will see photographs as the week. goes
on. Observations of your chid will be carried out and you wil be adble to see these on your
chid's account. You can dlso use Tapestry to share developments and photographs with us.

Inclusive Practice

Al learning experiences are provided to give both boys and girls equal opportunities to play
ond to develop their full potential. Gender and racial stereotypes are challenged and
resources are used which promote equoality and diver‘csHy. Children have a right to develop
their persondiities, talents and abilities irrespective of e+hnici+y, culture or r'eliaion, home
lohgquage, Pamily backgr‘ound, learning dif-Ficulties, disabilities or aender‘.



